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The Development of Leisure Farming in Rural Area
— Companionship and Growth:
Progress of the Leisure Agriculture Counselling
Program of Yilan County
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Abstract

Yilan County has many unique ecological resources and beautiful natural landscapes with less industrial
pollution. The typical rural lifestyle and the primitive rural scenery render Yilan County the most suitable place for
residence and an ideal place for leisure activities. Under the full support and guidance by county government, town
offices, and local farmers’ associations, the development of leisure agriculture has become one of the exceedingly
important plans in Yilan County. For many years, the government has actively helped many farmers to transit from
traditional agriculture to leisure agriculture, and has made good use of agriculture and leisure resources. Although
Yilan County was not developed on industry and commerce, it has made good use of its agricultural resources to
develop business opportunities. Industry, government, and academia work together with efforts to develop the
leisure agriculture in Yilan County, which makes Yilan County a model of developing leisure agriculture for central
and local govermments.

Yilan develops its leisure agriculture industry under the help of industry, government, and academia. Also, it
strengthens the partnership among central government, local government, civil society and residents, and creates a
win-win situation under the companionship of counselers and the education and training of the division of the
strategic alliance team. Such partnerships, might be worthy for other rural communities to refer to as guidance and
as development.

From learning experience to grow in leisure agriculture and fishery camp, and the companionship of counselors,
we can clearly see leisure agriculture and fishery organizations in the growth of human interaction, not only to
promote rural leisure agriculture and fishery development, but also to achieve the guidance of another connotation —
educates human. In the process, the creativity, ideas, communication, modification and growth of all the participants,
including the rural residents, leisure agriculture and fishery dealers, the central and local government officials in the
counselling or the scholars and the experts, are of value. The purpose of this paper is to record, to review and to
share the valuable experience of the counselling program of leisure agriculture and fishery.

The implementation evidence of the Yilan leisure agriculture area counselling program since 2006 was
significant, which attracted the awareness of the Council of Agriculture. In 2009, the Council of Agriculture decided
to promote the counselling program nationwide, and commissioned the Association of Taiwan Leisure Farming to
implement the program. The Yilan leisure agriculture area counselling program has obtained affirmation and open
up new guidance for the national leisure agriculture areas. This is the results of partnership of many industry,

government, and academia members.

Keywords: leisure agriculture, counselor, learning experience to grow in leisure agriculture and fishery camp,

Community Development

*corresponding author, e-mail: klchen@niu.edu.tw
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