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Factors Affecting Recreation Experiences
and Recreation Values of Forest
Recreational Areas- A Case Study of Chi-
Lan Forest Recreational Area

Kai - Lih Chen
Department of Applied Economics

National llan Institute of Technology

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to survey and analyze the factors that affect visitors’
recreation experiences and recreation values of Chi-Lan forest recreational area. A
questionnaire of a total sample of 322 visitors is held and backward elimination
procedure of stepwise regression is used to discuss this issue. Furthermore, travel cost
method (TCM) is applied to evaluate visitors’ recreation values.

The results of stepwise regression and TCM are:

1.the factors that statistically significantly affect recreation experiences include: the
feeling of cleanliness of this area, the felling of noise of visitors, the experience on
natural environment, the feeling of degree of artificiality, the destruction of
installation of facilities (pavilion, fishpond, and hostel), the degree of ecological
quality and recreation quality destroyed after used by visitors, multiple-site visit,
travel cost, and soci-economic characteristics of visitors (age, education, living area,
and occupation).

2.the factors that statistically significantly affect visiting frequencies include:
multiple-site visit, the feeling of waiting, and living area.

3.the recreation values of Chi-Lan forest recreational area measured by the median of
compensation variation (CV) and equivalent variation (EV) are NT$223.6 and
NT$222.7, respectively.

Key Words: recreation experience, stepwise regression, travel cost method,
recreation value, compensation variation, equivalent variation.
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