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Abstract

The distribution of Han Chinese immigrants settled in Taiwan prior to
the period of Japanese colonization displayed two distinct characteristics.
The first primary characteristic is that the Quan-Zhou (J&/I|) immigrants
settled along the coast and the Hakka (%%%) immigrants settled in the
woodlands and near mountain areas, while the Zhang-Zhou (J&/0)
immigrants located themselves directly between these two. The second
important characteristic is that people of the same ethnic background
chose to settle and make their living together. Recent explanations for this
phenomenon have tended toward a very simple rationale: that settlement
located was influenced by the chronological sequence of the first, second
and third arrival. In the late 1980s, scholars, however, introduced three
further explanations: “the free choice for eco niche and cultural habitus,” “the
influence of barracks and military institutions upon settlement distribution”
and “the ultimate consequence of ethnic conflict and armed clashes.” This

article, however, builds upon both the author’s field experience and research
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to argue that all four of the above-mentioned explanations is inaccurate, with
two of these being in contradiction to the historical facts. The validity of the
four primary explanations is therefore limited. In my opinion, the different
immigrant phases must be seriously considered. In the beginning phase, the
explanation of free choice for eco niche and cultural habitus may be valid,
because there was little competition for space and resources necessary for
survival. When approaching the final phase, however, the consequence of
ethnic conflict and armed contestation is most valid. We must combine these
two explanations with the concept of immigrant phases in order to achieve a

more accurate understanding of the immigration settlement in Taiwan.

Keywords: Han Chinese immigration to Taiwan, immigrant settlement
patterns, sequence of immigration, ethnic conflict and
warfare, cultural habitus and eco niche, distribution of
barracks and military institutions, anthropological concept
of culture, phases of immigration, the Chen lineage of Bai-
Li, I-Lan
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