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Abstract

It is generally acknowledged that Kehma-lan Ting (County) was established in the 17
year of Chia-ching in Ch'ing Dynasty (1812). However it is rather puzzling that in some
historical documents, the year is stated to be the 15™ year or the 16™. The case, waiting to be
cleared up for a long time, is considered a worthwhile study.

Kehma-lan, an uncivilized region in the early period, was turned into a new colony after
the huge migration of planters from China, who opened up considerable area of land. With
steady advance of development, the settlement had reached into a community good enough
for a ting (county). Yang T'ing-li saw this and proposed that Kehma-lan be officially
incorporate into China, and the literate men with vision also gave reasons for it. However,
the proposal was rejected on account of Kehma-lan's being far and remote. After repeated
submissions, the Ch'ing authority finally consented to the proposal. With thorough
investigation and elaborate plan for rules and regulations, Kehma-lan Ting (County) was at
last established although there was some delay during the preparations.

Through exhaustive study, it is clear that the proposal was submitted in the 15" year of
Chia-ching, ratified in October of the 16" year, and Kehma-lan Ting was established in
August of the 17" year. But who served the first term of office as Tung-pan (magistrate)? In
the article, the writer also makes effort to verify the case, one of the major disputed in I-lan
history, based on historical documents.
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