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The Political and Economic Thoughts in
the Great Learning

Ruei-rong Lu
Associate Profassor, Center for Liberal Arts and Science Education
National llan Institute of Technology

Abstract

This article discusses the political and economic thoughts in the Great Learning. We
trace its intellectual origins and analyze its idealized theory of “moral economy” and its
influence in Chinese history.

In the first place, we discuss the “ethocracy” in the Great Learning which argues an
extension from the “inner sageliness” to “outer kingliness.” We analyze further the historical
background against which the authors of this Confucian classic blamed profit-making
activities. We hold that the political and economic thoughts in the Great Learning can be
traced back to Confucius, Mencius and Hsiin Tzu, and, all carry the idealism in “ethocracy.”

Key Words : Ethocracy, inner sageliness, outer kingliness, the disfinetion between,
righteousness and profit
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