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Abstract

Questions of the Modernization have been discussed for several decades
since late 20th century within the academic community. These debates have
revealed a great difference in viewpoint between academics in the West and
those outside of the West. A major factor contributing to this difference is
whether or not national modernization is experienced and understood as an
active or a passive process. For the Chinese, the process of westernization
and modernization in the late 19th century was started by the wartime
experience of the West, an unfortunate experience that continues to exert its
influence even to the present day. However, the economic development of
both Taiwan and China in these decades has resulted in a new relationship
between the Chinese and the West. These changes suggest the need for
a wider range of viewpoints regarding the meaning of modernization.
Especially important is the need for a universal understanding of how to
properly establish a new modern country, a goal toward which further
research into the various definitions of “modernization” would be of intrinsic
importance. The purpose of this paper is therefore to encourage the interests
of both beginner- and advanced-level students in this issue. To that end,
this paper avoids the usage of highly technical academic language, and
chooses instead to approach discussion of the important issues related to

modernization in the more accessible language of public dialogue.

Keywords: Modernization, Modernity, Westernization, Europeanization
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