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The Emergence of thse Notion of Time in
Ancient China:
The Consciousness of Time in the Book of Odes

Lu, Ruey-rong

Professor, Humanities and Science Education Center , National Ilan University

Abstract

This article discusses the notion of time as exhibited in the Book of
Odes. We argue that the emergence of the consciousness of time in ancient
China had been very much to do with human activities. Moreover, the ancient
Chinese people had conceived of a kind of lineal directionality of “time”.
Also, the “psychological time” can readily be observed in the Book of Odes.
Finally, we indicate that the concept of “timeliness” stood out as the salient

feature of the Confucian notion of time in ancient China.

Key Words * Book of Odes, notion of time, relativity of time, timeliness.
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