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Abstract

In the history of the development of Taiwan, Yangmei and Xinwu
Hsiangs (Meixin Region) in Taoyuan County belong to three reclamation
farmsteads: Cuifeng reclamation farmstead, Daxichian reclamation
farmstead, and Jhuxiehe reclamation farmstead. In this study, we found that
the establishment and development of the three farmsteads are intimately
tied to the immigrants' ancestral homes and dialect groups. Immigrants with
ancestral homes from Haifeng and Lufeng Counties, Huijhou Prefecture,
and Guangdong Province were mainly distributed to the west of Tu’niou
Trench, with two dialect groups divided by She-zih Creek. While those who
settled in Daxichian farmstead to the north of the creek were mainly Half-
Hohlo-Hakka dialectic groups proficient in both Southern Min and Hakka
dialects, those who settled in Cuifeng farmstead to the south of the creek
were mainly Haifeng and Lufeng speakers. Those who settled in Jhuxiche to
the east of Tu’niou Trench were mainly Si Hsien Hakka speakers.

These three reclamation farmsteads were not just farmsteads. They
have since evolved into three geo-historical areas bordered by She-zih

Creek and Tu’niou Trench. Even as of today, some of the Meixin cultural
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structures (such as the local belief system and the dialect or subdialect
distribution) still reflect certain degree of the original regional framework
of the early settlers. In addition, after competing and reorganization for over
two hundred years, Hai-Lufeng Hakka has become the dominant accent in

Meixin region, a testimony to the principle of the survival of the majority.

Keywords: Ancestral homes, Hakka dialect, Half-Hohlo-Hakka, region,

Taoyuan
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