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The Effect of Green Tourism on Tourists’
Environmental Perspective and Willingness to Pay
— An Example from The Leisure Agriculture of

Sheen-Nan in Ilan County

Tsao-Hung Yang Kai-Lih Chen” Chao-Hua Chen

Department of Applied Economics and Management, National I-Lan University

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to understand whether the environmental perspective and
willing to pay of supporting the green tourism development of tourists are affected by
participating green tourism. The tourist participated in green tourism of Shin-Nan leisure
agriculture area was surveyed by questionnaires before and after the tourism to understand the
effects studied.

The contingent valuation method (CVM) which has been widely applied in evaluating
the values of ecological resources, cultural estates, historical inheritance preservation, guide
and exposition service, and new products was applied in this study to reveal the topic. The
tourists were surveyed with double-bounded dichotomous choice questionnaires to collect
their willingness to pay followed by survival regression to study the possible influences of
environmental perception, environmental attitude, environmental behavior, and social
economic background to their willingness to pay on supporting green tourisms.

Results from survival regression of pre-tour questionnaires shows that income is the only
significant variable at a = 10% which indicates a positive effect. The average willingness to
pay is NT 1,196 dollars with confidence interval (632.10, 2343.07) at 95% confidence level.
Results from survival regression of post-tour questionnaires shows environmental perception,
income and occupation I (superintendents, managers, professionals) are significant variables
at significant level of a = 10%. Among the significant variables, environmental perception
and income are of positive influence, occupation I is of negative influence. The average
post-tour willingness to pay is NT 1,304 with confidence interval (657.83, 2627.66) at 95%
confidence level.

Survival regression results of the double-bounded dichotomous choice questionnaires
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before and after tour show that the willingness to pay of supporting green tourism is
significantly increased by the environmental perception provided by green tours to the tourists.
Regression analysis between environmental perspective and overall activity satisfaction
reveals overall activity satisfaction significantly influence tourists’ environmental attitude,
perception, and behavior positively. Altogether, blending environmental education into green

tourism is certainly to promote tourists’ support to the development of green tourisms.

Keywords: Green tourism, Environmental perspective, Willingness to pay, Contingent

Valuation Method, Dichotomous-Choice with Follow-up
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