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Abstract

Huang Kuan’s was known as a philosopher living in the middle academic period of the
Ming Dynasty. No philosopher formulates his thoughts out of nothing. They stand instead
under the influence of history and society.

Dating back to the early years of the Ming Dynasty the academics continued the
tradition of Chu’s theory in the Song and the Yuan Dynasties, learning to broaden one’s
knowledge and behaving oneself with respect. However, Chu’s disciples laid too much
emphasis on the work of respect, close to the religious worship of god, to think in a different
way. To obey Chu’s theory gave rise to the rigidity and the drought of thoughts.

In place of it Wang devised the movement of liberalizing thoughts during the middle
Ming Dynasty. Wang’s theory, according to which the conscience worked out well on its
own, misled nonetheless his disciples. They believed that people were born with conscience
without learning. No compliance to the ethics, manners, and all talk of Zen were gravely
criticized by the contemporaries.

As aresult, a new movement of modifying Wang’s theory came into current, and Huang
Kuan was one of the advocates. He considered thinking and learning as of the same
significance. The spirit of his practical philosophy lied not only on the development of
conscience, but also on the practice in daily life. Exclusively he promoted the cultivation of
mind, claiming that one should as often as possible inspect his behaviors rather than conduct
himself regardless of morality. This view of point was comparable to Chu’s assertion of
“cultivation with respect.” That is to say, Huang’s thoughts turned from Wang’s perspective
to Chu’s.

His philosophy led to the academics of the Tong-Lin Society in the late Ming Dynasty,
which compromised Chu’s and Wang’s theories. In addition he inspired the trend of learning
and practicing during transition of the Ming to the Chin Dynasty.

Key Words : Huang Kuan, the academics in the middle Ming Dynasty, compromising
Chu’s and Wang’s perspectives, practice
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