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Yang Tong-Ming’s Thinking of Education
Hsiu-Yu Wu

Humanities and Science Education Center
National I-lan Institute of Technology

Abstract

Yang Tong-Ming, born in He-Nan in the late period of the Ming Dynasty,
originated from the school of the Tai State and obtained the real essential points of
Wang Yang-Ming’s scholarship in the north. He passed the imperial examination
during the Wan-L.i years, and then was engaged in the public service for thirteen years.
Because daring to disobey the Emperor so as to admonish straightforward, most of his
life was spent home. With the conventional persistence of devoting oneself to
education as previous figures of the Tai State he founded attentively many voluntary
schools and academies and participated diligently in teaching at colleges. The
ordinary principles of daily life were emphasized in both the instructions and
discussions in order to inspire mind, to get rid of greed, and to regain the original soul.
Learners intensified their interests as a result of his sincere attitude, thereby from time
to time filling the lecture room with pleasure of harmonious singing and the close
relationship between the instructor and disciples. His instruction depended upon not
merely the intuitive ability to know right or wrong, but rather the realization of the
ability; not merely talking about the morality, but further practicing it. Hence it was
verified that he fulfilled not merely a teacher of books, but the genuine practitioner.
Therefore people honored him with “the holy scholarship” and “the scholarship of
practicing.”  As the proverb goes, “The more steadily the teacher’s dignity stands, the
more decently people are instructed. Those decent people can next lead the Imperial
Court to govern the country correctly.  Governing the country correctly is the
unanimous wish at all times, ancient and modern. Nowadays the teacher’s dignity
falls, material desires flow over, and the social order has mired into disorder. The
outstanding model for the teacher’s dignity established by Yang Tong-Ming is in
particular worth learning in this day and age.

Keywords: Yang Tong-Ming, the late period of the Ming Dynasty, an heir of Wang
Yang-Ming’s scholarship, to found voluntary schools, to launch academies, to teach at
colleges, the model for the teacher’s dignity
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