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A Study on Hami-Wei of the Ming
Dynasty

Wang-Cheng Chen

Humanities and Science Education Center, National Ilan Institute of Technology

Abstract

Hami was strategically located in the Chinese northwestern border that it controlled
the passage to the east and the west. It held the entrance to Western Region and had
restraining effect on Mongol,protecting China proper and commanding the western
countries.Thus,it became an attached garrison, Hami-Wei, in the 4th year-of Yong Le
(1406 AD), governed by the Unashiri family, descents of the rulers in the area during
the later years of Yuan Dynasty. The family subsequently receirved the title Chong-
Shuen King from the Ming government. Although the Ming government later
appointed  “hundred-family”and“thousand-family”officials ~to  govern  the
area,including the Han people Chou Ann and Liu Hsing, most of the officials were
from the local Moslem,Uyghur,and Xaraxue tribes. It was a type of autonomy by the
local noblemen while the Chinese government oversaw the entire region. The garrison
officials translated local affairs and relayed the information to the government, cutting
off the “right arm”of the Mongol and disconnecting its ties with West Hu. Being
strategically located, the garrison communicated and controlled the western
countries,barring foeign invasinos. After a number of azigzag wars between China
and Oirat and Turxun over Hami,the Ming government finally gave up its 120-year
long control over the area. After Turxun took over Hami,Suzhou lost its shelter and
numerous incidents took place. The pathway between China and the west was cut off
and China became isolated from the outside world. The establishment of Hami-Wei
was instrumental to the political, economical and cultural exchange between China
and the west and to acculturation between different peoples. Its dissolution meant
constant conflicts on the northwest -ern border.As the saying goes,“Before China and
the west met via the sea, most of the provocation arose from the northwestern
border”.Taking control or not taking over Hami provides a good lesson for the
governments to come.

Key Word: Hami-Wei, Oirat, Turxun, Uyghur, sultan, Islam
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