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Political thoughts of Wang Ch’ung
Wei-Ching Shaw
Humanities and Science Education > National Ilan Institute of Technology

Abstract

Wang Ch’ung lived during the East Han dynasty (27 AD to 96 AD.) Opinions
on Wang’s contribution polarized at two extremes. He was described as one who
“denied all values of the holy emperors and their achievements and betrayed
Confucianism and pursued heresies,” whereas he was also described as “of the same
rank as Mong-Zu, Sheng-Zu, Yong Shung, Lui Sheng or Shu-ma Ching in Chinese
history”. Recently Wang Ch’ung researchers, Chinese or foreigner, have been
praising him as a marvelous thinker.

The political atmosphere in Han Dynasty was heavily superstitious. However,
Wang Ch’ung wrote on the interaction between heaven and man, and questioned the
validity of Wuh-sing, incantations and superstitions. He spent 30 years writing the
famous work {Lun-hum) . In this work, he bravely confronted the illusionary
thoughts of his time.  His political proposals were based on real life experience.
They were both destructive and constructive to the political practice at the time. The
most outstanding part of his contribution was his critical spirits.  Like the positivism
at recently age, he emphasized analytic methods. He had his own opinions on
politics, which was rare among Chinese political thinkers.

Wang Ch’ung’s thoughts were really destructive to the politically
superstitious Han Dynasty. He was able to point out weakness of the administrative
system of the time. In the history of Chinese political thoughts, Wang Ch’ung was
unique and unguestionably admirable. His skepticism, criticism and
experimentalism stand out among Chinese political thinkers and deserve a special
mention in Chinese history.

Key words : Wang Ch’ung ~ Lun-hum ~ Tung Chun-Shu’s - Interaction
between heaven and man ~ Yin Yang and Wuh sing ~
preordaination of nation
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