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Floods of the Huang-Ho River around the Yu-Cheng County in the Ho-Nan Province
during the late period of the Ming Dynasty
--beginning with “the commentary of depicting starveling people” by Yang Tong-
Ming

Hsiu-Yu Wu
Associate Professor
Humanities and Science Education Center
National I-Lan Institute of Technology

Abstract

The Huang-Ho River, which is the source of Chinese history, achieves the
civilization whereas being tough to be dredged as well. With the abundant alluvial
soil it gravely deposits silt from mountains downriver into plains of Ho-Nan, giving
rise to tremendous calamities for thousands of years. The floods become even more
serious in the Ming Dynasty. In the late period the Ming Dynasty exhaustingly issued
human labor to drain the Huang-Ho water into the Huai-Ho River, in order to facilitate
water transportation.  The measure against the current led nonetheless to not only the
collapse of embankments but the frequent shifts of the Huang-Ho waterways. None
of the counties along the river got free from suffering, and Yu-Cheng was just one of
them. In the year Ming Wan-Li 21 Huang-Ho flooded around Yu-Cheng,
catastrophically destroying houses and crops; families dispersed and refugees killed
each other for food. Yang Tong-Ming, the supervising censor in the Board of
Punishments, was unable to give way to the great misery on his homeland, hence drew
the picture of starveling people and submitted a commentary with it.  The
commentary moved the emperor and rendered him to grant the relief of the disaster.
Actually the depiction merely symbolized the floods in Yu-Cheng during the late
period of the Ming Dynasty; in the topography the recorded floods has reached up to
eleven times. The article is to investigate the causes of floods from the following
points of view: the geography of Yu-Cheng, the chronology of Huang-Ho circulating
the county, the situation of floods, the source of calamities, and the attitude taken by
the Ming Dynasty as to the dredging of Huang-Ho. Furthermore we make a
description of the integrated project of both flood remove and profit promotion,
proposed by an official suffering from floods for long. Through all the above we
may come to realize the hydrology before over four hundred years, and the emphasis
on the river dredge for people.
Keywords: the late period of the Ming Dynasty, the Yu-Cheng County in the Ho-Nan

Province, flood of the Huang-Ho River, Yang Tong-Ming,
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