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Abstract

This essay analyzes the Taiwan-U.S.-China triangle relations
(1999-2005)with concepts of “Analysis of Quantitative Orientation for
Triangle Roles”, verifying that a “Marriage” Triangle can be applied to
depict the said triangle relations with roles of U.S. and China as the “partner”
as well as Taiwan as the “outcast”. The depiction does not tally with the
predicted orientation entirely and completely from the inference of the
conceptual model. However, the account of the reality in the model helps
better understand the best tactic of Taiwan to promote the “self-utility” of its
role. That is to say, recasting the role of “outcast” with that of “friend” will be
the most reasonable choice for Taiwan. Following that, concepts of “power
balance” and “interdependence” of Theories for Small Nations’ Diplomacy
are applied to analyze Taiwan’s concrete policies toward the U.S. and
China, for the former, including requests for concrete security commitment,
strengthening of economic and trading interaction between Taiwan and the

U.S., active participation in, assistance for and cooperation with the American
Third Sector, promotion for city diplomacy, consolidating bilateral substantial

relations, increasing the “necessity” of the U.S. for Taiwan; as for the latter,
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including ceasing fire for pro-unification/pro-independence arguments, truce
for diplomatic campaign, realization of Three Large Links, Armed Peace,

establishment of “Spot Windows” for communication.

Key Words: Strategic Triangle, Diplomacy of Small Nations, Power

Balance, Interdependence, Alternative Counterplot
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