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The Humane Qualities of Ge-ma-lan Traditional
Buildings in the Ching Dynasty

Fu-chuen Lin

Associate Profassor, Center for Liberal Arts and Science Education
National llan Institute of Technology

Abstract

The humanism characteristic of Ge-ma-Ilan traditional buildings in the Ching Dynasty
has been studied by folklorists and scholars. While in his “The Character and classification
of Buildings,” Mr. Lee, Yun-Ho, a Chinese craftsman, relates the Chinese traditional
buildings to the ritual of worship, this writer identifies the humane qualities of Ge-ma-lan
traditional buildings as follows: (1)consideration of the family self-defense and security;
(2)representation of the officials’ authority; (3)the display of relation between space and
ethics; and (4)the concern of micro-environment and worship space. He also find that Ge-
ma-lan traditional buildings share the same humane qualities as those of early Chinese
immigrants in Taiwan.

Key Words: Ge-ma-lan, traditional buildings, self-defense, authority, ethics
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