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A Preliminary Study on the Ceremonial
Music at the Xietien Temple in Jiaoxi

I-Wen Lin

Lecturer, Center for General Education, National Ilan University

Abstract

Hundreds of temples worship Guanyu in Taiwan and the ceremonies
vary greatly by the temple. The Xietien Temple in Jiaoxi eclipses the others
by having two services during the year: the spring service and the autumn
service. The service procedure was determined by the local people who
consulted Chinese classics, the Confucius service at Taipei Confucius Temple,
and the Martial dance at Guanyu Temple in Fujou. The dates were set to be
the thirteenth of the first month and the twenty-fourth of the sixth month in the
lunar calendar. The Zhongyi symphony is an adaptation of Darchen symphony
and the four-yi dance follows the traditional form. Since the incense-offering
ceremony takes quite a long time, it is interspersed with Dadiao, Dar-seven-
word and Yinshidiao, of which the lyrics were written by Lin Wonrong and
the music by Zhang Yueer, who composed the Praise for the Soldierly Saint
following the music by local traditional artists and Taiwanese folksongs. The
ceremony, accompanied by songs, dance, and music, demonstrated the respect
of the local people towards the great saint Guanyu.

When the ceremony is held at Xietien Temple in Jiaoxi, the local people

automatically come and join the celebration. This kind of temple-related
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activity is tied with the community life. Music and cultural traditions get

passed down to future generations.

Key Words : Xietien Temple, Jiaoxi, Guanyu, Zhongyi symphony,

Taiwanese opera, I-Lan, Praise for the Soldierly Saint
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