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Research on Luo Hongxian’s Thought
Which Rectified Wang Yangming’s Theory

of Innate Conscience

Hsiu-Yu Wu

Associate Professor, Humanities and Science Education Center , National Ilan University

Abstract

Luo Hongxian was born between Hongzhi and Jiajing years of the
Ming Dynasty, Wang Yangming’s indirect disciple 1 Luo’s thought rose
from the unsatisfaction against “innate conscience” of Wang Ji, a pupil of
Wang Yangming. He investigated the Wang Yangming’s original theory of
approaching conscience and came to the conclusion that conscience is not
innate but needs to be cultivated with nurture. Holding Wang Yangming’s
view of conscience he put emphases on authentic learning, enclosed Zhu Xi’s
theory, and rectified demerits of Wang Yangming’s followers who emphasized
free will regardless of learning. Herewith Luo established a new discipline of
integrating Zhu Xi and Wang Yangming in the late Ming Dynasty and assured
the academic status of Wang Yangming’s theory.

Keywords: Luo Hongxian, Wang Yangming indirect disciple,
unsatisfaction with innate conscience, authentic learning,
integration of Zhu Xi and Wang Yangming, to assure the
academic status of Wang Yangming’s theory

1 Luo Hongxian was neither directly intructed by Wang Yangming nor his student. Through
interactions with Wang~ s pupils, nonetheless, he successfully approached the profound
nature of Wang~ s thoughts.
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